Laser endotracheal tube failure: kinking of the Rüsch Lasertubus resulting in near-total airway occlusion.
We report a case in which kinking of the Lasertubus resulted in near-total occlusion of the endotracheal tube, which in turn precluded adequate ventilation. Although the reporting of kinked endotracheal tubes is not uncommon in the anesthesia literature, our case is unique with respect to the physical mechanism responsible for tube deformation.